Ray kin /inked to King death 


Washington — (UP!) — Mark this si 
Speiser, staff counsel of the House Se- ' ' I 
lect Committee on Assassinations, said . 

said yesterday that the committee has ment 
incriminating information (inking a broth/ 
brother of James Earl Ray to an al- cape 1 
leged conspiracy to finance the killing Jer 
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. "leer) 
The committee heard testimony matin 
Wednesday about an alleged $50,000 rested 
reward offered for Dr. King’s death by the s 
two St. Louis men, now dead, and the Tenn. 
possibility that James Earl Ray killed Chi 
Dr, King in hopes of claiming the Blake 
reward. answr 

tones Earl Ray pleaded guilty to whom 
shooting Dr. King and now is in prison as his 
in Tennessee. -wi 

_ brother, Jerry Ray, appeared oul th 
before the committee yesterday under myste 
subpena and denied any knowledge of be on 
a $27,000 bank robbery the committee John, 
suspects might have financed the them, 
asssassination. Jerry Ray also denied Bla 
that another Ray brother, John, took dence 
have 

John Ray, arrested Monday in St. place- 
topis on burglary and assault time 
charges, is also to appear before the 

Speiser said panel investigators 
have received “information of an in- fllll 
(minatory nature” that Jerry Ray llilfl 
Mctpated in the robbery of an 
toft. 111., bank on July 13, 1967, pre- 
trabiy to provide funds for James 
t Kay to pursue and kill Dr. King /IIS 
then flee. .*|i1 

jerry Ray tried unsuccessfully to iff* 
reke the Fifth Amendment. 

Reiser asked Jerry Ray: “Did you 

l that robbery?” dpT 

Rhy: “I definitely did not.” Pi ’ 

Speiser asked whether -John or 
lames Earl Ray took part. 

R»y: "No way.: I wouldn’t know. §i||i 
Ray: *‘No way.. 1 wouldn't know. I 
working.” \ \ 

Jerry Ray told the committee he is ‘ \ 
v working for J. B. Stoner, of Atian- c ( ; 
Ga., a white supremicist who is 
liman of the National States 
ights party. He said no one else will ' "f 
re him because of constant "FBI 
rassment.” 

Asked about statements he alleged- ' - 
made to writer Arthur George 
cMilian concerning James Earl I 
ay’s escape from the Missouri State | ' 
enitentiary on April 23, 1967, Jerry l t 
ay said he could not "remember ail ‘ j 


"I don’t remember saying that,” 
said Jerry Ray. referring to a com-' 
ment he ailr'c^diy made about hie 
brother John helping James Earl es- 
cape from prison. 

Jerry Ray described McMillan as a 
•’leech” who hounded him for infor- 
mation after James Earl Ray was ar- 
rester} in June 1968 and charged with 
the shooting of King in Memphis, 
Tenn., on April 4, 1968. 

Chief committee counsel G. Robe# 
Blakey said the panel may have the 
answer to the mysterious “Raoul” 
whom James Earl Ray has identified 
as his contact in the murder case, 

"When you come down to it, the Ra- 
oul theory that seems to fit is that the 
mysterious accomplice might actually 
be one of Ray’s brothers. Jerry or 
John, or a c/>mposite of the two of 
them,” Blakey said. 

Blakey said there was some evi* 
dence that Jerry or John Ray may 
have met with James at various 
places In the United States from the 
time James escaped from the Miss- 


ouri State Prison until Df, 
assassination. . 









Jerry Ray (left), brother of James Earl ftav. 
appeared before the House Assassin? turns 



Committee in Washington .yestirddy i 
attorney, Florence Kennedy: 


